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OLD MOUNT CARMEL
BAPTIST CHURCH

The Old Mount Carmel Baptist Church (OMCBC) is a
two-and-a-half-story, red-brick building constructed in
1944 and sits in the Pleasant Street Historic District,
Gainesville, Florida. The building features modest
materials and minimal decorative details. Its interiors
iInclude an assembly room on the ground level and a
sanctuary with a sloped nave on the second level. The
structure has retained a high level of integrity despite
door replacement and interior renovation.

During the 1960s, OMCBC served as an epic center
for the Civil Rights Movement in Alachua County and
North-central Florida. Local, state, and national
organizations gathered at the building and discussed
legal challenges to the desegregation of the Alachua
County school system. Led by Rev. T. A. Wright,
OMCBC supported the Alachua County chapter of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, helping integrate public education across the
state.

Reference: Ziedina, Kristine et al. 2021. “ OldMount Carmel Baptist Church.” National Register of Historic Places
(Reference Number: SG100006345). Listed April 1, 2021.

SPONSOR AND SURVEY

The documentation project was supported by the Florida Department of State
Division of Historical Resources and the City of Gainesville and undertaken by
the University of Florida Historic Preservation Program in 2021-2022. The
field surveys utilized terrestrial laser scanning and field verification.
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